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Reminders
Join our committeesl!!

Come to Trivia Night! (And, yes,
that includes faculty!) Be on
the look out for details soon!

Active members must pay
their yearly $1 dues and attend
at least 1 meeting a semester

S
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Upcoming Events

Special Seminar Speaker:
Dr. Seth Bordenstein
When: April 27", 10-15-11:15 AM
Where: MBRB 1017 Auditorium

Trivia Night

Late March or early April

~




RECTUITMENT DAY RECAP

FEBRUARY 20™, 2026

s

Prospective Graduate |
Students began their on-
campus visit with a BGSA-
hosted student panel to
welcome them. They met with
faculty and students, attended
a successful poster session
and oral presentations by their
soon-to-be peers, toured both
campuses, and completed the
BGSA Interactive Tour Activity.
The day ended with everyone

spending time together at the We want to thank every
pizza party, getting to know | | 4rqg student who took time
each other better before | | oyt of their busy schedule to
saying goodbye! help and especially thank
Beth, Suzanne, Emily, Kikuy,
and our very own Samirg, for
Lmaking the event so special!

&
- Special thank you to

the BIOS
department and our
faculty advisor, Eric
Stabb, for allowing
the BGSA to help
facilitate the grad
student recruitment
day and continue
supporting our
BGSA mission!




BGSA SEMINAR SPEdKET

Professor Seth Bordenstein Ph.D

Darwin’s Blind Spot: Holobiont Dynamics and
the Architecture of Speciation

Dr. Seth Bordenstein

Professor & Director of the
Microbiome Center

Pennsylvania State University

Departments of Biology &
Entomology

s.bordenstein@psu.edu

April 27", 2026
10:15 - 11:15 am
MBRB 1017 Auditorium

Please join us on Monday, April 27™, 2026, to hear Dr. Bordenstein, a
well-known microbiologist and evolutionary geneticist, as our first

special guest speaker!

Eﬁﬁl Scan QR code to RSVP, add
event to calendar, find
zoom link or click here



https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/share?slt=1ATMtfph2kXDhlIkc2YYg4qvb5A_BafDD7UoH9vsOGyqIbx4ix0iQsUiUOTMp-V6pAXy-qXXXX6GPyQ

MEET THE Tedh

Secretary Spotlight

Jessie - Secretary ;

r
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Jessie Thind(she/her)

2™-year PhD student in the Stabb Lab |
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Q. What are your goals for your
time here, short term and long
term, both academically and
personally?

A. The short-term goal is to start
thinking about and preparing for
my prelims. The long-term goal is
to just become the best scientist
that | can be and contribute to
the field in whatever way | can.

My long-term personal goal is to
visit every cafe/coffee shop in
Chicago. My short-term goal is to
survive this semester!

s

Q. What motivated you to
pursue your graduate studies in
Chicago?

A. | really wanted to experience
living in a big city while pursuing
my PhD. | grew up in a small
town, and it never felt entirely
right as | always felt limited in all
my options, especially since |
did my undergraduate studies
close to home. So far, | love
living so close to the city and all
the experiences it has brought

forth. | also once came to
Chicago for a trip and
absolutely loved the

atmosphere of the city and
knew at that moment that one
day | would want to move here.
Dreams do come truel

Q. How do you manage work/
life balance?

A. The best way | do this is by
having a set time where | log off
and do not continue to do work.
| am not one who works through
the night or pulls all-nighters
and | think that contributes to
ensuring | don’t burn out.




MEET THE Tealll

Secretary Spotlight
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Q. What do you study and what
about your research drives your
passion?

A. | am currently studying the
regulation of the bsrF gene in the
bacterium Vibrio fischeri, which
forms a symbiotic relationship
with the Hawaiian bobtail squid,
allowing it to bioluminescence.
And no, we do not have squid,
sorry to disappoint. Anyways,

bsrF encodes a broad-spectrum
racemase that is able to Jessie’s work creating mutants to
learn more about racemaces

interconvert L- and D- amino
acids.

We adre unsure which
conditions trigger bsrF’s
activation. To figure this out, I'm
conducting a genetic screen to
learn about its expression.

| took a microbiology class
and really enjoyed it! | did
research in an immunology lab,
but wanted to pursue the
bacterial side a bit more. So far, |

Image of cultured Vibrio fisherii really  enjoy manipulating
biolumiscencing! bacteria.




BGSA STUDENT LOUNGE

Coming Soon: Sneak Peek of New BGSA Student Lounge

é )
é )

We couldn’'t be more thrilled
to announce that the BGSA has
officially secured a dedicated
student lounge on campus. This
space will serve all BIOS
graduate students for studying,
relaxing, or simply connecting
with each other!

\. J

2 couches,
but no
chairs...

Keep an eye out for
chairs to accompany
our desk and table

From left to right: Image of Jamie, Jessie,
and Chloe brainstorming on our new-to-
us couches!

é )
We are working to open it up to

our BGSA community soon. As we
finalize a few essentials, like
seating and the TV mounting, we
are also creating a small wish list
to make the lounge as welcoming
and useful as possible for
graduate students.

We're so happy to have finally
secured a space on campus to
call our own! Stay tuned for more
updates as we get closer to the
official grand opening! You won't

want to miss our special event!
\ V,

F Our kitchenette!
| Microwave and mini
fridge loading....




LUMNCH alD LEdI RECdP

Support our BGSA vendors and sponsors!
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The BGSA hosted it's first Lunch
and Learn of the semester went
wonderfully. We were joined by
Scott Messenger from EditCo,
who shared with students the
rapidly evolving world  of
industrialized CRISPR and cell
engineering. EditCo specializes
in custom gene-edited
mammalian cell models,
generated using automated
workflows that integrate
bioinformatics, robotics, and
next-generation sequencing to
produce high-efficiency edits at

scale.

What sets EditCo apart from its
competitors is the speed and
accessibility of its services.
EditCo’s offers optimized CRISPR
edits that can often be delivered
in just 3 to 4 weeks, allowing
researchers to bypass months
of troubleshooting and move
directly into experiments.

Along with EditCo’'s competitive
pricing and rapid turnaround
times, Scott also shared insights
into industry career paths and
how companies like EditCo are
helping bridge the gap between
academic discovery and real-
world biotech applications.

EditCo (&

CRISPR SEMINAR ARRANGED BY: THE BIOLOGY —
GRADUATE STUDENT ASSOCIATION

MONDAY, e ittt
b

BIOLOGY RESEARCH BUILDING
- ROOM IS IN 4TH FLOOR, 4350
. ~usforan
~<sion

Guest Speaker:

Scott Messenger

Thank for

Fariha,
organizing such an engaging
event, and to everyone who
joined us, including those from

you,

the Center for Biomolecular
Sciences and from the
department of  Biochemistry

and Molecular Genetics!

Come to future BGSA Lunch
and Learns to dive into
emerging techniques, gain
valuable insights, and enjoy
free, tasty food.

(o))



WHaT MICIOBe dire YOu?
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Starting this issue and continuing this year, you'll be
able to get a exclusive look into your soul. For this issue
you'll be able to find out what microbe you are!

~

Aries................ Clostridium difficile

Taurus ............. Saccharomyces cerevisiae
Gemini............. Enterococcus aquimarinus
Cancer............. Deinococcus radiodurans
=T o T Pyrococcus furiosus

VIrgo .....ccoeeeenn Nitrosomonas europaed
Libra................ Rhizobium leguminosarum
Scorpio ............ Bacillus anthracis
Sagittarius ........ Escherichia coli
Capricorn.......... Lactobacillus rhamnosus
Aquarius........... Thermus aquaticus

Pieces.............. Spirillum volutans




STdy CONNECTED

Thank you for sticking with us through the
semester! We love to see everyone’s support for
our new students and BGSA efforts!

Want to get involved with the BGSA?

Sign up for one of our committees where it all
happens!

Find your committee here:
https://biosgsa.com/committees/

If you're a graduate
student and not a BGSA
member yet, don't miss
this QR code to sign up!



http://biosgsa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576233693342
https://www.instagram.com/uicbgsa/
https://x.com/UBgsa5342
https://www.youtube.com/@BGSA_UIC

